THE VICTORIANS AND AFTER
novelists. Even the drama changed with startling rapidity, with the anti-aristocratic satire of Farquhar, and the sentimental comedy of Steele
The ideas of the middle class, with its strong sense, as it then had, of an organised society, gave place in the last century to the idea of individualism, due partly to the French, and partly to the Industrial Revolution It had been begun by the romantic poets, with their break-away from the idea of "society" so dear to the eighteenth century It might grieve Shelley to think that he was the forerunner of the excellent Dr Smiles, but so it is At all events, individualism dominated literature until the War But even before that it was breaking down (having somewhat oddly consorted with a blatant imperialism), as can be seen from the plays of Mr Bernard Shaw, and still more, perhaps, from the novels of Mr E M Forster The post- War period has its own characteristics, a new twist has been given to our view by the recent investigations into psychology, ethnology, physics, and by the Russian Revolution,
There are, of course, several objections to this soit of division odd elements appear everywhere you cannot, for instance, rank Bunyan among aristocratic wnters But some division has to be made along chronological lines It may be objected that the first period needs at least two volumes, it is so long and so varied That is true, but the number of works which remain which can be of interest to the general reader are comparatively few, and it was thought better to devote more space to our more recent hentages, as being both fuller of works we are likely to read, and as having a closer influence upon our present day approach to living
BONAMY DOBR&E
18